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the French ambassador, was In the audience at
St. Giles, and Knox sent a message by him to the
French king : du Croc was to accuse the king as
a murderer, and tell him that God's vengeance
would speedily fall. Du Croc protested, but was
coldly informed by the nobles that they were
unable to stop the mouths of the ministers, and
that no action could be taken against Knox.
The report of the sermon spread through Scot-
land. Knox had expressed the feeling of the
people, and the massacre of St. Bartholomew
strengthened the nation's opposition to
Catholicism.
It was Knox's last great performance. His
voice was failing, and he could not be heard by
more than half of the congregation which gathered
to listen to him in St. Giles. He was unable to
perform the ordinary work of the parish,, and at
his suggestion another minister was appointed.
He himself preached, when he was able, in a
smaller place of worship (Tolbooth) until No-
vember. In the middle of that month he had a
second apoplectic stroke, and from it there was
no recovery. On the i6th of November, feeling
that the end was near, he said his farewell to the
representatives of the Kirk which he more than
any other man had created, and for which he
had fought so tenaciously. Knox lingered on for
eight more days, and died on the evening of the
24th of November. The great nobles of Scotland